@Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

August 6, 2019

The Honorable Mark Green

Administrator

U.S. Agency for International Development
Ronald Reagan Building, Suite 610

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20523-6100

Dear Administrator Green,

As Members of Congress committed to protecting the people of Nagorno Karabakh from the threat of
landmines, we are deeply troubled again by the recent decision that USAID has made to halt all
support for humanitarian landmine clearance in the traditional boundaries of the region at the end of
2019, as per your agency’s letter of July 30, 2019. Such a move would leave the people of Nagormno
Karabakh to live in fear of death or injury from landmines, with no local capacity in place to address
this ongoing threat.

This development is also a reversal of the testimony you offered on April 9, 2019 during a House
Foreign Affairs Committee hearing in which you stated to Congressman Brad Sherman, on the
record, that USAID is committed to completing the clearance of landmines and unexploded
ordnances within the traditional boundaries of Nagorno Karabakh. We’ve enclosed a transcript of the
hearing for your reference. Whether or not USAID previously expected HALO Trust to complete its
work by September 2019, you were clear in stating that USAID will work to completely clear
Nagorno Karabakh of landmines and unexploded ordnances. Thus, we expect USAID to follow
through on its commitment and provide additional funding to HALO Trust as needed to complete this
critically important demining project.

Landmine clearance advances U.S. interests by promoting stability in a volatile region, while also
providing critical humanitarian relief to thousands of families in Nagorno Karabakh who live in the
shadow of conflict. As we stated in our last letter, in prior years there was hope that a mine-free
Nagorno Karabakh would be achieved by 2020. However, it has come to our attention that this
timeframe is unrealistic. For this reason, USAID’s continued support is vital to achieve the complete
removal of landmines from Nagorno Karabakh.

We strongly urge USAID to reconsider the decision to stop funding for humanitarian landmine
clearance in Nagorno Karabakh at the end of this year. It’s more important than ever that we continue
to support the humanitarian demining program in the region and that you follow through on your
commitment to provide additional funding to HALO Trust as needed to complete this vital project.

Sincerely,

TJ COR BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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FRANK PALLONE, JR. CE NAPOLITANO TULSI GABBARD
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

LORI AN DONALD S. BEYE
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
JIMMY GOMEZ

Member of Congress
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“SALUD CARBAJAL ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress

SETH MOULTON

Member of Congl ess Member of Congress Member of Congress
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RUBEN GALLEGO EARL BLUMENAUER S
Member of Congress Member of Congress Mem er of Congress
KATIE HILL /RASHIDA TLAIB MAX ROSE
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

J. LUIS CORREA JXSON CROW BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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TIM RYAN?
Member of Congress

DAVID TRONE
Member of Congress

RAUL M. GRIJALVAV

Member of Congress

GILBERT R. CISNEROS,
Member of Congress
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PAMES P. MCGOVERN ~ —=&NNA G. ESHOO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member ngress Member of Congress
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Membef of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress /' Member of Congress Memberjof Congress )’W
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CHRIS PAPPAS / ALAN LOWENTHAL JOSH HARDER

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

JOE KENNEDY - SAN%RD D. BISHOg, m‘}“ ADAM SCHIFF *

Memberof Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

JIM COSTA GUS BILIRAKIS BE CCOLL

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DAVID N. CICILLINE CAROLYN B. MALON
Member of Congress Member of Congress

JAN SCHAKOWSKY
Member of Congress

JUDY CHU THERINE CLARK DINA TITUS
Member of C% Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JIOHN P. SARBANES LINDA T. SANGIEZ 7  BILL JOHNSQ
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JOHN 'GARAMENDI TONY CARDENAS JUAN VARGAS
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BARBARA LEE DANIEL W. KIPRNSEY ELIOT L. ENGEL /
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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AQUIN CASTRO TED LIEU STEVE KING
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
BRENDA LA NCE TED DEUTCH BOBB i g RUSH
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PAUL D. TONKO AL ~ALLARD ~“HENRY C. “HANK” J SON, JR.
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress




HARLEY ROUDA MAXINE WATERS SEAN PATRICK MALONEY

Member &f Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress of Congress
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ALBIO SIRES” KAREN BASS OLLIN C. PETERSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BILL PASCRELL, JR.
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ember of Congless

DONALD NORCROSS
Member of Congress

LANGEVIN
ember of Congress

cc: The Honorable Nita M. Lowey, Chair, Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on State,
Foreign Operations and Related Programs

The Honorable Hal Rogers, Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs

Enclosure



